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THE A U S T R A L I A N  G O V E R N M E N T  HAS C O N S I S T E N T L Y  S U P P O R T E D  

THE M A N D A T E  OF THE WORK IN G GROUP TO DEVE LO P A SET OF S T A N D A R D S  

ON I N D I G E N O U S  R I G H T S .  SPECIFIC COMM EN TS ON THE SEVEN DR AF T 

P R I N C I P L E S  D E V E L O P E D  AT THE FOURTH SESSION OF THE W O R K I N G  

GR OU P HAVE BEEN S U B M I T T E D  ( E / C N . 4 / S U B  2/AC 4 / 1 9 8 7 / WPI/ A D D 4) .

A U S T R A L I A  PR O V I D E S  THE FO LL OWING SP E C I F I C  C O M M E N T S  

ON THE THREE DR AF T P R I N C I P L E S  AGREED UPON AT THE NGO S E M I NA R 

IN S E P T E M B E R  1986 AND FORM AL LY S U B M I T T E D  BY THE C H A I R P E R S O N  

OF THE W O R K I N G  GROUP AT THIS SESS IO N (E / C N 4 / S U B  

2 / A C 4 / 1 9 8 7 / W P 4 / A D D I ) AS WELL AS ON THE THREE ISSUES I D E N T I F I E D  

FOR THE C O N S I D E R A T I O N  OF THE WORK IN G GROU P' S FIFTH S E SS IO N 

IN THE PLAN OF A C T I O N  ( E / C N4 /S UB 2 / 1 9 8 5 / 2 2 ) .

IN SO DOING, THE A U S T R A L I A N  G O V E R N M E N T  WISHES TO 

R E I T E R A T E  ITS C O N C E R N  FOR THE NEED FOR C O N S I S T E N C Y  IN 

I N T E R P R E T A T I O N  AND SU G G E S T S  THAT THE DRAFT P R I N C I P L E S  SHOULD 

BE WO R D E D  AS C L O S E L Y  AS P O S S I B L E  TO THE P R O V I S I O N  OF THE 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  I N S T R U M E N T S  ON WHICH THEY MAY BE M O D E L L E D .  

IN THIS R E G A R D ,  A U S T R A L I A  SU P P O R T S  THE C H A I R P E R S O N ' S  R E F E R E N C E  

IN HER O P E N I N G  S T A T E M E N T  TO THE FIFTH SESS IO N OF THE W O R K I N G  

GR OU P TO THE R E L E V A N C E  TO ITS STAN DA RD S E T T I N G  M A N D A T E  OF 

UNGA R E S O L U T I O N  4 2 / 1 2 0  ON THE SETT IN G OF I N T E R N A T I O N A L  

S T A N D A R D S  IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS.

1 . D R A F T ___P R I N C I P L E S ___ I D E N T I F I E D  I N ___D O C U M E N T ___ E / C N 4 / S U B

2/AC 4/1987/WP4/ADDI

PRINCIPLE__8: IHE__RIGHT__TO__DETERMINEx __PLAN__AND__IMPLEMENT 

ALL__HEALTHa _ H O U S I N G _ _ A N D _ O T H E R _ S O C I A L _ A N D _ E C ONO MIC _P ROGRAMS 

IEEI£IING_i h e h .

A U S T R A L I A  WOULD BE S Y M P A T H E T I C  TO THE O B J E C T I V E S  

OF THIS P R I N C I P L E  AS ITS OWN PO L I C I E S  E N C O U R A G E  THE DI R E C T  

P A R T I C I P A T I O N  OF AND C O N S U L T A T I O N  WITH A B O R I G I N A L  GROUPS 

IN THE P L A N N I N G  AND I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  OF HEAL TH , HOUS IN G AND
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S P E C I A L  S E R V I C E S  D E S I G N E D  TO MEET THE S P E C I A L  NEEDS OF 

A B O R I G I N A L  PEOPLE.

WE S U G G E S T  HO W E V E R ,  THAT THE P R E S E N T  WORD IN G GIVES 

RISE TO SOME A M B I G U I T Y .  FOR EXAM PL E, GI VE N ITS WIDEST 

I N T E R P R E T A T I O N ,  IT MAY IMPLY THAT ANY SE R V I C E ,  A L B E I T  ONE 

P R O V I D E D  TO ALL C I T I Z E N S  BY A G O V E R N M E N T ,  BUT WHICH MAY AF F E C T  

AN I N D I G E N O U S  G R O U P ,  SH OU LD BE D E T E R M I N E D ,  P L A N N E D  AND 

I M P L E M E N T E D  8Y I N D I G E N O U S  O R G A N I S A T I O N S .

IN A D D I T I O N  THE WORD " D E T E R M I N E ’' WILL NEED SOME 

C L A R I F I C A T I O N  GI VE N THE R E A L I T Y  THAT G O V E R N M E N T S  WILL 

I N E V I T A B L Y  R E S E R V E  TH EI R RIGHT TO MAKE UL T I M A T E  D E C I S I O N S  

IN R E L A T I O N  TO P U B L I C  E X P E N D I T U R E .

P R I Ü Ç I P L E _ 9 X T H E_R I G H T __T O __S P E C I A L __S T A T E __M E A S U R E S __F O R __THE

IÎÎÜEDIA J E A __E F F E Ç I I V E ___A N D __ C O N T I N U I N G__ I M P R O V E M E N T ___O F __ IfíEIR

S O C I A L __A N D __ E C O N O M I C __ C O N D I T I O N S ^ __ W I J H __ J H E I R __CONSENT*.__ IH i l

E l f L E Ç T _ X H i I R - O W N „ P R I O R I T I E S .

A U S T R A L I A  HAS NO COMM EN T ON THIS DR AF T P R I N C I P L E  

OTHER THAN TO N O TE THAT ITS L A N G U A G E  FULLY R E F L E C T S  THE PO L I C Y  

AND P R A C T I C E  OF THE A U S T R A L I A N  G O V E R N M E N T  IN THE P R O V I S I O N  

OF S P E C I A L  S E R V I C E S  TO A B O R I G I N A L  A U S T R A L I A N S .

E E i y Ç I E k I _ l Q i  I H E_R I G H T __T O __S E C U R E _I N __T H E __E N J O Y M E N T __OF

I Ü I I R - _ O W N _ _ T R A D I T I O N A L _ _ M E A N S _ _ O F _ _ S U B S I S T A N C E ^ _ _ A N D _ T O _ _ E N G A G E

F R E E L Y __IN __IHE I R _ _ T R A D I T I O N A L _ _ A N D _ _ O I H E R _ E C O N O M I C _ A C T I V I T I E S

W I I H O U I ^ A D V E R S E _ D I SC R I M I N A T I O N .

WHILE THE P R I N C I P L E  A P P E A R S  TO COVER BASIC 

P R O V I S I O N S ,  THE P H R A S E  “ AND OTHER EC O N O M I C  A C T I V I T I E S "  ADDS 

AN U N K N O W N  AND EXTRA D I M E N S I O N  TO THE O B J E C T I V E  OF THIS 

P R I N C I P L E .  UN LE SS THIS A M B I G U I T Y  IS R E M O V E D  WE WOULD HAVE 

D I F F I C U L T Y  IN E N D O R S I N G  THE P R I N C I P L E  AS C U R R E N T L Y  WORDED.

WE NOTE TH A T  THE P R I N C I P L E  WOULD APPEAR TO BE 

D E S I G N E D  TO SECURE' THE RI GH T TO ENJOY AND CO N T I N U E  T R A D I T I O N A L
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A C T I V I T I E S  AND S U G G E S T  THAT THE PHRASE "AND OT HE R" IS 

I N C O N S I S T E N T  WITH THIS O B J E C T I V E .

2 ■ ISSUES_IDENTI F^ED_ F OR _ C ONSIDERATION_ A T _ T H E _ FI F T H _ SESSION 
!DOÇUMENI_E/C N4/SUB 2/1985/22!

A) CONSIDERATION___OF___THE___RIGHT___TO___AUTONOMY___SELF

GOVERNMENT___AND___ SELF___ DETERMINATION___ INCLUDING___ POLITICAL

RE PRESENTATION_AND_INSTITUTIONS.

A U S T R A L I A  P R I D E S  IT SE LF ON R E C O G N I S I N G  THE RIGHTS 

OF THE I N D I V I D U A L  WHICH ARE E N S H R I N E D  IN L E G I S L A T I O N  AT BOTH 

THE STATE AND F E D E RA L L E V E L  AND IN P O L I T I C A L  P R A C T I C E S  AND 

P R O C E S S E S .  ON THE BR OA D FRONT EVERY A U S T R A L I A N ,  I N C L U D I N G  

I N D I G E N O U S  A U S T R A L I A N S ,  HAVE THE F U N D A M E N T A L  RIGHT TO 

P A R T I C I P A T E  IN E L E C T I O N S  AT BOTH THE STATE AND F E D E RA L LEVEL. 

THE FACT THAT A B O R I G I N A L S  C O M P R I S E  ONLY ABOUT 12 OF THE O V E R A L L  

A U S T R A L I A N  P O P U L A T I O N  TENDS TO U N D E R - P L A Y  THEIR P O T E N T I A L  

I N F L U E N C E .  FOR E X A M P L E ,  IN THE N O R T H E R N  T E R R I T O R Y ,  25% OF 

THE P O P U L A T I O N  IS A B O R I G I N A L ,  AND THEY ALSO C O N S T I T U T E  A 

S I G N I F I C A N T  P R O P O R T I O N  OF THE E L E C T O R S  IN A NU MB ER OF OTHER 

KEY E L E C T O R A T E S .

ALL A U S T R A L I A N S  HAVE THE RI GH T TO SEEK N O M I N A T I O N  TO A PU BL IC 

OF F I C E  EI TH ER T H R O U G H  ONE OF THE P O L I T I C A L  P A R T I E S  OR AS 

AN I N D E P E N D E N T .  IN FACT, IN THE RE CE NT F E D E R A L  E L E C T I O N  

IN A U S T R A L I A ,  TH ER E WERE A NU MB ER OF A B O R I G I N A L  C A N D I D A T E S  

FOR BOTH SE NA TE AND HOUSE OF R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  SEATS.

MANY I N D I G E N O U S  A U S T R A L I A N S  P A R T I C I P A T E  AS PU B L I C  

O F F I C E R S  AT LOCAL G O V E R N M E N T  LEVEL T H R O U G H O U T  A U S T R A L I A .  

THIS I N C L U D E S  H O L D I N G  OF FI CE IN LOCAL SHIRE OR TOWN C O U N C I L S  

AND E F F E C T I V E L Y  P A R T I C I P A T I N G  IN DE C I S I O N  M A K I N G  ON M A T T E R S  

A F F E C T I N G  ALL R E S I D E N T S  IN TH OS E AREAS.

IN R E L A T I O N  TO C O M M U N I T I E S  OR GROUPS MADE UP E N T I R E L Y  

OF I N D I G E N O U S  P E O P L E ,  S I G N I F I C A N T  D E C I S I O N  MA KI NG IS A V A I L A B L E  

AT THE LOCAL LEVEL. THIS A B I L I T Y  COMES AB OU T T H R O U G H  THE
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FORM OF LAND T E N U R E  WHICH MAY BE HELD, THE E X I S T E N C E  OF LOCAL 

C O U N C I L S  OF E L E C T E D  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S ,  AND A B O R I G I N A L  RUN AND 

M A N A G E D  S U P P O R T  O R G A N I S A T I O N S .

A B O R I G I N A L S  AND TO R R E S  STRAIT IS LA N D E R S  NOW HOLD 

V A R I O U S  FORMS OF SE CU RE TITLE TO OVER 1 27. OF THE A U S T R A L I A N  

LAND MASS. THIS AREA IS FOUR TIMES THE SIZE OF THE UNITED 

K I N G D O M ,  OR TW IC E THE SIZE OF SWEDEN. A B O R I G I N A L S  AND TO R R E S  

ST R A I T  I S L A N D E R S  LI VI NG IN THESE AREAS HAVE THE C A P A C I T Y  

TO MAKE D E C I S I O N S  IN R E L A T I O N  TO MATT ER S A F F E C T I N G  THEIR 

C O M M U N I T Y  AND WH IC H MI GH T AF FE CT THEIR L I F E S T Y L E S .  THEIR 

C A P A C I T Y  AND A U T H O R I T Y  TO DO SO IS OFTEN MORE THAN THAT ENJOYED 

BY THEIR F E L L O W  A U S T R A L I A N S  FOR EXAM PL E IN RE L A T I O N  TO C O N T R O L S  

OVER M I N I N G  AND E X P L O R A T I O N ,  AND RIGHT OF CONT RO L OVER AC C E S S  

OF V I S I T O R S .  THIS S Y S T E M  ENSURES THAT I N D I G E N O U S  P E O P L E S  

ARE WELL P L A C E D  TO I N F L U E N C E  D E V E L O P M E N T  WHICH MAY IM PA CT 

UPON TH EI R S O C I A L  S T R U C T U R E S .

MO S T  I N D I G E N O U S  C O M M U N I T I E S  HAVE E S T A B L I S H E D  LOCAL 

CO U N C I L S ,  WITH D E M O C R A T I C A L L Y  ELEC TE D ME M B E R S ,  TO R E P R E S E N T  

THEIR I N T E R E S T S  AND MAKE D E C I S I O N S  AT THE LOCAL LEVEL. MANY 

OF TH ES E LO CA L CO U N C I L S  HOLD POWERS SIMI LA R OR I D E N T I C A L  

TO OT HE R N O N - A B O R I G I N A L  TOWN CO UN CILS, THUS EN S U R I N G  PROPER 

R E P R E S E N T A T I O N  OF THEIR VIEWS WHEN C O N S I D E R I N G  M A TT ER S SUCH 

AS THE D A Y - T O - D A Y  D E L I V E R Y  OF SE RV I C E S ,  OR P R O P O S A L S  WHICH 

MAY IM PA CT UPON TH EI R S O C I O - E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T .

I N D I G E N O U S  A U S T R A L I A N S  HAVE AC CE SS TO THE SAME 

S E R V I C E S  P R O V I D E D  TO ALL A U S T R A L I A N  BY LOCAL, STATE AND FEDE RA L 

G O V E R N M E N T S .  IN A D D I T I O N  TO THESE SE RV I C E S ,  AND IN R E C O G N I T I O N  

OF THE S P E C I A L  D I F F I C U L T I E S  FACED BY THE A B O R I G I N A L  P E OP LE , 

THE F E D E R A L  G O V E R N M E N T  ALSO P R O V I D E S  FUNDS FOR EXTRA AND 

D E D I C A T E D  S E R V I C E S  BE YO ND TH OS E A L R E A D Y  AV A I L A B L E .

THE F E D E R A L  G O V E R N M E N T  NOW FUNDS SOME 1,200 

A B O R I G I N A L  M A N A G E D  AND RUN O R G A N I S A T I O N S  WHICH ARE D I R E C T L Y  

A C C O U N T A B L E  TO TH EI R OWN PEOP LE . THIS MEANS THAT IN A D D I T I O N  

TO H A V I N G  A U T O M A T I C  A C C E S S  TO ALL PUBLIC SE RV I C E S ,  I N D I G E N O U S
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A U S T R A L I A N S  ARE ABLE TO E S T A B L I S H  AND MANAGE THEIR OWN S E R V I C E S  

M E E T I N G  THEIR OWN S P E C I A L  NEEDS.

AS AN E X A M P L E ,  WE NOW HAVE IN A U S T R A L I A

19 A B O R I G I N A L  C O N T R O L L E D  AND RUN LEGAL SE R V I C E S  O P E R A T I N G  

66 O F F I C E R S  T H R O U G H O U T  AU S T R A L I A ;

- 54 A B O R I G I N A L  C O N T R O L L E D  HEALTH SERVICES;

- A P P R O X I M A T E L Y  300 DE DI C A T E D  A B O R I G I N A L  H O US IN G 

O R G A N I S A T I O N S ;

- 65 O R G A N I S A T I O N S  BEING FUNDED FOR THE P R E S E R V A T I O N  AND 

P R O M O T I O N  OF A B O R I G I N A L  ART AND CULTURE;

- IN THE OR DE R OF 70 O R G A N I S A T I O N S  R E C E I V I N G  FUNDS FOR 

A B O R I G I N A L  T R A I N I N G  P R O G R A M S ;

- A L M O S T  100 O R G A N I S A T I O N S  BE IN G FUNDED TO P R O M O T E  S P E C I F I C  

A B O R I G I N A L  E M P L O Y M E N T  AND

- A G A I N ,  N E A R L Y  100 O R G A N I S A T I O N S  ARE BE IN G FUNDED TO 

P R O M O T E  AND P R O V I D E  E D U C A T I O N A L  SERV IC ES FOR A B O R I G I N A L S .

AT THE N A T I O N A L  LEVEL, IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT 

A B O R I G I N A L S  NOW HEAD EVERY FEDERAL O R G A N I S A T I O N  D E A L I N G  

S P E C I F I C A L L Y  WITH A B O R I G I N A L  P O L I C I E S  AND P R O G R A M S .  THE 

R E C E N T  A N N O U N C E M E N T  BY THE A U S T R A L I A N  PRIME M I N I S T E R  TO BRING 

T O G E T H E R  UN DE R A NEW FEDERAL C O M M I S S I O N  ALL F E D E RA L 

O R G A N I S A T I O N S  D E A L I N G  WITH A 8 0 R I G I N A L  P R O G R A M S  WILL FURTHER 

E N H A N C E  A B O R I G I N A L  I N V O L V E M E N T .  ONE C O M M I S S I O N ,  HE AD ED AND 

M A N A G E D  BY A B O R I G I N A L  P E O P L E ,  WILL BE ABLE TO D E V E L O P  AND 

C O - O R D I N A T E  P O L I C I E S ,  P R O G R A M S  AND P R I O R I T I E S  FOR F E D E RA L 

G O V E R N M E N T  E X P E N D I T U R E  FOR A B O R I G I N A L  A D V A N C E M E N T .
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B) C O N S I D E R  A T I 0 N _ _ 0 f „ I H E _ _ R I G H T _ _ A N D _ _ R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y „ 0 F

I N D I G E N O U S _ P O P U L A T I O N S jt_ A S _ O F _ O T H E R S <t_ T O _ R E S P E C T _ U N I V E R S A L L Y  

E E Ç O G Ü I S E D _ H U M A N _ R I G H T S _ A N D _ F U N D A M E N T A L _ F R E E D O M S .

W H IL E THIS WOULD AP PE AR TO BE A BASIC P R O V I S I O N ,  

SUCH A P R I N C I P L E  WOULD R E Q U I R E  SOME C L A R I F I C A T I O N .

TH ER E IS , FOR EXAM PL E, THE QU E S T I O N  AS TO WHETHER 

SUCH A R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  CAN AT TA CH TO AN I N D I G E N O U S  P O P U L A T I O N  

AS A C O L L E C T I V E  UNIT. IF LEGAL R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  IS BEING 

R E F E R R E D  TO IN THIS CONT EX T, THIS WOULD USUA LL Y BE A 

R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  WH IC H A T T A C H E D  TO STATES AND, IN SOME 

C I R C U M S T A N C E S ,  I N D I V I D U A L S .

SUCH A P R O V I S I O N  MAY ALSO NEED TO BE R E C O N C I L E D  

WITH THE R I G H T  OF I N D I G E N O U S  P O P U L A T I O N S  TO M A I N T A I N  

T R A D I T I O N A L  P R A C T I C E S ,  NOT ALL OF WHICH MAY BE FULLY C O N S I S T E N T  

WITH " U N I V E R S A L L Y "  A C C E P T E D  HUMAN RIGHTS S T A N D A R D S ,  IE. THOSE 

SET FORTH IN THE HUMAN RI GH TS CO VE NA NT S.

C ) £ O N S I D E R A J i g N _ O F _ I H E _ R I G H T _ T O _ H E A L T HjC_ M E D I C A L _ C A R E jt

Q I M E R _ SOCI A L _ S ERVIC E S _A N D _ A D E Q U A T E _ H O U S I N G .

THE BR OA D A P P R O A C H  A D O P T E D  BY THE A U S T R A L I A N  

G O V E R N M E N T  HAS BEEN TO EN SU RE THAT A B O R I G I N A L S  HAVE AC C E S S  

TO G O V E R N M E N T  S E R V I C E S  EQUAL TO THOSE A C C O R D E D  TO OTHER 

A U S T R A L I A N  C I T I Z E N S .  A B O R I G I N A L S  ARE, OF COURSE, E N TI TL ED 

TO R E C E I V E  S O C I A L  S E C U R I T Y  BE N E F I T S  ON EXACTLY THE SAME BASIS 

AND AT THE SAME L E V E L S  AS OTHER A U S T R A L I A N S .

OVER AND AB OV E THE GENE RA L SE R V I C E S  TO THE C O M M U N I T Y ,  

A RANGE OF S P E C I A L  S E R V I C E S  ARE PR O V I D E D  TO A B O R I G I N A L S  WHICH 

R E F L E C T  THEIR S P E C I A L  NEEDS. GRANTS ARE MADE DIRE CT LY BY 

THE F E D E R A L  G O V E R N M E N T  TO P R O P E R L Y  C O N S T I T U T E D  A B O R I G I N A L  

6 R O U P S  AND O R G A N I S A T I O N S  WITH THE O B J E C T I V E  OF I M P R O V I N G  

A B O R I G I N A L  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  IN THE DE L I V E R Y  OF SE RV ICES, AND 

E N S U R I N G  TH A T  THESE SE R V I C E S  ARE TA I L O R E D  TO L E G I T I M A T E  

A B O R I G I N A L  NE ED S .
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G R A N T S  ARE MADE FOR HOUSING, FOR C O M M U N I T Y ,  HEALTH 

AND M E D I C A L  S E R V I C E S ,  LEGAL AID S E R V I C E S ,  C O M M U N I T Y  

I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  AND E C O N O M I C  E N T E R P R I S E S .  SOME 1, 20 0 C O M M U N I T Y  

BA SE D O R G A N I S A T I O N S  ARE SU PP O R T E D  IN THIS WAY.

HOUSING

S P E C I A L  G O V E R N M E N T  PROG RA MS FOR THE P R O V I S I O N  OF 

R E N T A L  H O U S I N G  AND OT HE R HOUS IN G A S S I S T A N C E  TO A B O R I G I N A L S  

I N C L U D E  :

G R A N T S  TO A B O R I G I N A L  HOUS IN G O R G A N I S A T I O N S ;

A B O R I G I N A L  R E N T A L  H O U S IN G PROGRAM;

H O U S I N G  LOAN SCHEME;

HO S T E L  A C C O M M O D A T I O N ;

S H E L T E R  A S S I S T A N C E  P R O G R A M  FOR TOWN CAMPS.

SINCE 1983, THE A B O R I G I N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  C O M M I S S I O N ,  

A C O M M I S S I O N  E S T A B L I S H E D  BY AN ACT OF THE F E D E R A L  P A R L I A M E N T  

AND HE AD ED BY A B O R I G I N A L  C O M M I S S I O N E R S ,  HAS MADE MORE THAN 

1, 50 0 I N D I V I D U A L  H O U S I N G  LOANS WORTH SOME S70M. IN A D D I T I O N ,  

THE C O M M I S S I O N  HAS P R O V I D E D  GRANTS T O T A L L I N G  S1 30 M TO C O MP LE TE 

A N O T H E R  2, 00 0 HOUS ES . MORE THAN 23,000 A B O R I G I N A L  F A MI LI ES 

HAVE BEEN HO US ED SINCE 1967 UNDER THESE P R O G R A M S .

THE TO TA L A L L O C A T I O N  OF FUNDS FOR H O U S I N G  AND 

A C C O M M O D A T I O N  OF A B O R I G I N A L  PEOPLE DURING THE 1 9 8 6 - 8 7  F I N A N C I A L  

YEAR, I N C L U D I N G  F U N D I N G  FOR RE NT AL HOUS IN G UNDER A S E PA RA TE 

STATE H O U S I N G  A G R E E M E N T  A D M I N I S T E R E D  BY A N O T H E R  D E P A R T M E N T ,  

WAS A P P R O X I M A T E L Y  $137M.
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H E A L T H

THE G O V E R N M E N T ' S  AIM IS TO ENSURE A B O R I G I N A L  HE AL TH 

P R O G R A M S  ARE AT THE LEVEL ENJO YE D BY OTHER A U S T R A L I A N S .  

S T R A T E G I E S  D I R E C T E D  AT I M P R O V I N G  I N D I V I D U A L  A B O R I G I N A L  HEALTH 

L E V E L S  E M P H A S I S E  I M P R O V E M E N T  OF E N V I R O N M E N T A L  C O N D I T I O N S  

AND P R O M O T I O N  OF A B O R I G I N A L  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  AND D E C I S I O N - M A K I N G  

IN HE AL TH CARE P R O G R A M S .

THE D E P A R T M E N T  OF A B O R I G I N A L  AF FA RS NOW FUNDS 54 

C O M M U N I T Y - C O N T R O L L E D  A B O R I G I N A L  HE AL TH SE R V I C E S  AND THERE 

ARE FEW S I Z E A B L E  A B O R I G I N A L  C O M M U N I T I E S  WHICH DO NOT HAVE 

AT LEAST SOME A C C E S S  TO A CO M M U N I T Y - C ON T R O L L E D  HE AL TH SERV IC E. 

A B O R I G I N A L S ,  OF COURSE, HAVE THE RIGHT OF NO RM AL A C C E S S  TO 

H E A L T H  S E R V I C E S  P R O V I D E D  TO THE REST OF THE C O M M U N I T Y .

IN THE 1 9 8 6 / 8 7  F I N A N C I A L  YEAR, THE D E P A R T M E N T  OF 

A B O R I G I N A L  A F F A I R S  P R O V I D E D  A TO T A L  OF $38M S P E C I F I C A L L Y  

TO I M PR OV E A B O R I G I N A L  P H Y S I C A L  W E L L B E I N G .


